The Gary Grover house at
Acalanes, Calif. (Campbell
& Wong, architects), can
be discussed on the basis of
its success as a residence,
quite apart from its satisfy-
ing adaptation of the mass-
produced, light steel Quon-
set. Beautifully related to
the site, the round form
recalling rounded hills, its
glazed walls are an entirely
natural means of emphasiz-
ing the delicate yet strong
curve of the arch. The shape
of the living porch was
determined by a large tree
which has since been cut
down.
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MASS PRODUCTION + LIGHT STEEL

THE QUONSET PROVIDES A WORKING EXAMPLE OF TWO INTERESTING DEVELOPMENTS.

By FRANK G. LOPEZ

To a certain extent interest in mass-
produced buildings has continued since
the recent war, and the search for ra-
tional ways of using the less familiar
materials has intensified. The wood,
heavy steel, masonry, and reinforced
concrete upon which we principally de-
pend are all high in cost; perhaps we
can get as good—or better—buildings
at less cost by using something else.

Some months ago the American Iron
and Steel Institute published specifi-
cations for design in light steel shapes.
Now the average designer has a re-
liable basis for checking his work in
this unfamiliar medium. The effect
upon American building could be sub-
stantial. Light steel construction would
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seem more suitable for industrialized
production than for custom tailoring at
the job because the material is less
easy to work by hand in our traditional
manner than, for instance, wood; and
because substantially larger units than,
say, masonry can be shipped economi-
cally.

Mass production, industrialized produc-
tion, prefabrication — what do such
phrases really mean in relation to build-
ing construction? “Prefab,” the most
familiar term, has acquired a host of
different connotations, from precutting
of framing members to assembly of
building units in factories either cen-
tralized and permanent or set up tem-
porarily at the building site. The term

has been limited almost entirely to
housing. Most of our building materials
are mass-produced by industrial meth-
ods, and are mass-distributed. Wood,
clay, stone, metallic ores, sand, ete.,
are processed in centralized plants into
standard shapes, sizes, or small assem-
blies suitable for handling in distribu-
tion and on the job, and are then
shipped in quantity to local distribution
points. How far can these industrial
methods be applied to complete struec-
tures?

The Quonset building, manufactured by
the Stran-Steel Division of Great Lakes
Steel Corporation, is a structurally
complete unit produced by industrial
methods; it is mass-distributed. To the
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